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The Loaal Ru1~r• in PaleatineCrrom 7 B,C, to

I.

!O

A,D.)

Introduotion.
The period.._,with whioh the present investigation
is to deal...._ is from the birth of Christ,whioh odourred in
7 B.C.,to the d!~truotion ot Jeruaalem,whioh happened in 70
A.D.Thus we are to oover the history ot the Jewish rulers
during the lite of Jesus Chris~, and the early days of the
Christian Church. The period of Jesus• life,oontaining many
touohes with oivil life,are well known to the Christian
Bible reader.Then the foundation ot the Christian Churoh of
Apoatolio times,beginning with the Missionary Commission 1n
Mark 16,15,and its growth,andi dispersion beyond. the borders
of Palestine,eapeoially through the missionary efforts of
the Apostle Paul.Jerusalem,nevertheless,is the birthplaoe and
remains the oenter,in faot the only important Palestinian

oity,from whioh there emanates the Apoatolio leadership and
whioh is revered as the stage on whioh,so to spe~ 1 the last
acts of our Lord's vioa.rious atonement,the real foundation of
the ohuroh,were played. However the distruotion of Jerusalem
breaks off it / a eapeoial importance and we find the Holy City
very quiokly loosing her prominence to the younger Apostolic
Sees.So we reaoh an evident termination and a proper place
to oonolude this investigation.
To be sure we oan gain no better history of Jesus•
life and the foundations of his ohuroh,than the aooount in
our saored Soripturea.However,it shall be our purpose rather
to give the Jewish baokground. at that time. Whan one read.a
the aourooa ot this period, it beoomas very evident that
there is no real Jewiah history, but that it is rather a
biographioal history of the reigns of the individual rulers •
•

....

The Hew Testament contains many references to the oivil
government and it ia a:roum thaae

point ■

ot oontaot that we

shall group other tacts in the lite,history,a.nd. oha:raoter
of these local rulers.Beginning with Harod,the Great,we ahal.l
traoe

through ohronologiaally to the last Proourator and

the revolt. Therefore we shall give eapeoial attention to
those men who have had some intimate oonneotion with the
Saviors life and the foundation of his ohuroh.
II. Herod I 1 the Great, (l)
"There ' was,in the days of Herod, the king of
Judaea,----~. thus St. Luke "begins his narrative.And it is
with this great King that we shall begin our study.
Herod I was born about 73 B.O.,the son of
Antipater,an Idumean who bed adopted Jud.a.ism.Of his early
life we know little,save an event whioh oooured when Herod
was but 12 years of age. An Essene sage,named Kenaohem,
predicted that Herod would so~e day rule over Judaea.(2)
Antipater was a friend of the Romans,who·1n 63
B.O.took oontr~l of Judaea. In 44 B.q.,Rome,out of friendship
towards their father,made Herod and his brother Phraaaelaua
tetrarohs,with restricted power. To Herod was given the rule
over Galilee.He was then 29 years old.(3) While he was acting
in this oapaoity,Herod. showed himself'a very oompetant ruler.
A notable event of these yeara,was a sedition of fa.na.tical
robbers,whioh he put down in a manner very much in acoord with
Roman ideals. Here, for the first time,Herod showed adherence
l,General Referenoes:Joaephus,AntiquitieafXIV,9-lStXV;XVI;
XVII,1-8; "Wars of the JewalI,10-3~.
Sohuerer•The Jewish
People at the time of Jesus Ohrist~~iv.I;vol.l.400;.467.
Ewald!Gesohiohte des ~olkea Israe1•vo1,V,417-449. latimer:
"Judaea,Cyrua to Titua~aa4-344. lla.thewa•Hiat.oC .Paleatine in
New Testament limes•1oa-1as.
a.Jewish Enoyclopedia,VI,356.
3.Joaephua:Antiq.XIV,9,2-3.

.

.

. 3,
to his favorite formula-•Pleaae Rome at an7 oost"-whioh he
tollOired throughout his long reign in everything that he did.
Yes,whioh he followed even if it violated the religious prinoiplea
of the Jews.It was the sum-total of his stateoratt. The Jewa,trom
this time ; on ,ever bore a smoldering hatred to Herod and his
family,whio~ needed only a little kindling to break out in ~ea.
This oaused the Herodians many an uneasy hom.
Howevor,after the · defeat of Brutus and Cassius at
~ilippi 1·1 42 B.C. ,a new power,ila.rk Anthony,aame to the East
and took aharge of the Roman rule here. Through his amioable
personality anu almost unlimited funds; Herod soon made Anthony,
to whom he had made a visit,his friend o.nd supporter~Even though
the Jews sought to have him removed,Herod retmned having full
power as

tetraroh.(l)
Herod had in his younger days married Doria, an

Idumaan g irl. Ono ohild had been born to them;a boy named Antipater.
But now with the aooeaaiop of so muoh pO\Tor,we find. that Herod
was not satisfied with a low-born woman, but sought one of the
nob111ty.Hyroanus II,the old High Priest of Asmonean stook whioh
had. been,formerly, the ruling house in Jud.ea,was so elated over
his restoration to his priestly offioe by Anthony,through the .
influenoe of Herod,that he offered his grand.daughter,Ya.riamne,to
Herod for a wife. Herod gladly aooepted his proposal,but marriage
took plaoe first during the early part of the year 37 B.C.
A new obst~now rose up in the path of Herod.
Antigonua,the son of Aristobulua II and unole of Uariamne, bribed
the Parthiana with a promise of 1,000 Talents and 500 women,of the
nobility and of Herod's family,1f the Parthians would attaok and
(l)Josephua:Antiq. XIV,13.

...."Sa.

win f o:r h 1m the kingdom o:t Juda.ea. Thia waa the aeoord
attempt of Antigonua to gain the te:rrito:ry of He:rod.(l)
Thia time it seemed that Antigonwi wa.a to :realize his wish.
After the defeat,He:rod eaoaped the atratagem,whioh saw his ·
brother oaptured and later killed,and. fled to Rome by way of
Arabia and Egypt.
At Rome, Herod was reoeived almost like a benetaoto:r. ·
Anthony aided him in establishing the friend.ship of ln:thony•a
oollegue,0otavianua,a.nd the Senf.ate, on the motion of Anthony,
made Herqd X1ng o~ Judaea.(4O B.C.) Ot oourae,Herod was elated
to reoeive the appointment ~s King when he was fleeing fo:r
his life and seeking help to save his b:rotha:r.•a also. So
Herod bestowed large gifts on all and oelebrated his . appointment
with a groat banquet.(2)
However, Herod was a king without a oountry.
Having reoeived an army and a.id from his friend.a in Rome, Herod
set out at onae to reoapture his lost kingdom. Three years
were oonsumed in the oampai~n. In 37 B.C. we tim only
Jerusalem still holding out tor Antigonus.The siege was a.
long one,and we find. Herod leaving his work a.nd diaaentioua
genera.ls to marry Mariamna,the Asmonean P:rinoeaa.
In July, of 37 B.C. Herod with the competent aid
of Sosiua,governer of Syria,broke the resiatanoe of Jerusalem.
It seemed for the moment that the Roman soldiery,tued and.
full of hatred beoauae of the long extention of the siege,
would perp~rate a terrible aaok of the Holy City. Am to be
sure ~ \ ~t ~ bel&n, b~t before they oould prooeed ~ry far Herod
arranged a large donation of money to bribe them off.
l ~baephua:Antiq.XIV,13,3.
2 •ibid.• Antiq. XIV,14.

...&a.

As usua1,Herocts bribes were auooeaaful.(l)
At last Herod was established as King of Juda.ea.
We now have the beginning of one of the moat peaoeful reigns
whioh Palestine experienoed. The old kingdom seemed restored
tor the first time since the days of Solomon and. Rehoboam.
One would expeot that this would ~ave fulfilled all the wants
and ideals of the Jews,but on the contrary. there remained
0

always that inveterate hatred 1 in the minda of the Jews,for
all things Herodian.
However,Herod was by no means fully established,
but the first twelve years were an up-hill struggle to hold
his title and fully secure hie position. As Prof. SchUre~
puts it, Herod had to faoe four olasseaot enemies during
this first part of his reign.T"Aey were:a,the people,as suoh;
b,the nobility; c,the Aamonean royal family; Queen Cleopatn.

ot Egypt.Ca)
The people,in most oaaes,were led oompletely by
the words of th~ Pha.raseea. This sect was directly anti-Roman
and anti-Idumean.Herod was hated as an imposter, an halt Jew.
However,the Pharaseea were not united among themselves,a.nd. it
was even hinted at that Herod had reduced muoh of the!%
opposition by bribes, as many thought was the oaae with the
more liberal assooiat.e a of Hillel.But we know that Polio
(Abtalion)and Sumeaa (Shammai) tolerated Herod as a puniahmant
of God on his estranged people.
The nobility,oompoaed mostly of Sadduoeea,were all
baokers of Antigonua and of the Aamoneana. Those wllo were
the leaders at onoe felt the wrath of Herod..tor,as soon as,
1
2

~osephus:Antiq.XIV,16.
Sohilrer:The Jewish People of the time of Jesus. Div.I,vol.I
PBII• 419

..Ji.L

he had. established himself, he had 45 of the moat influentiall
oitizens killed.without further somae of evid:enoe.(l) Thoae
who remained were ailent~either beaauae they belie~d good.
would oome of the marra.ge of Herod. and ltuiamne,or else wen
'I,..

oowe~ to paa•1v1~y. by Herod's· aruel manna~ of stamping out
all opposition. Herod further showed his dialike tor theae
S&d.duoeea when he reorganized the Jewish S&nhedrin und.er
Pharasaio influence.The offiae of High Prieat also was taken
out of the oontrol of .the nobility.Herod appointed men as he
wished,and even brought obaoure men from Egypt and Babylon
to the offioe.(2)
The olea.neat thing in Herod~ oharaoter is his
love for Mariamne.She was a ·s tately and very beautiful woman
and held great favor in the. eye$ of her brutish husband..
And it seems that during the first years of their married lite
she showed a grea~ deal of atfection for her husband.However
Mariamne was 'limier the influence of her aoheming a.na ·wioked
mother ,Alexandr~,who:,,.J she had brought along to the oourt.
Althougli Hero~a attitude~owarda the Aamoneana~aa at first
not only triendly,but even kindly;he raoeived no requital
for such a favorable·diaposition from Alexandra.She proved to
be the thorn in his flesh and oaused Herod muoh .misfortune.
Soon after th~ beginning of his reign,Herod had
a.n

oppertunity to fi•ZJd out ·where his relatives stood over

against him.He ,had. appointed a BabilOnian Jew

to the position

of High Priest,as old ·Hyroanua.the . gra.mifather of llutamne.•
oould not serve on account of
~ad

a phy•ical deformity wbioh he

suffered during the war with the 7Pa.r.thiana.However _thia

l ioaeph~a:Anti~.XVA1 1 2.
2 ibid. :Antiq~JCV,~,• ~ "ibid":Antiq.XV,9,3.

..:I.A.

dill not suit Alexandra at'all.She set Kar1amne to beg am. to
plead with Herod,to appoint her younger brother ~1■,obulua
to- the office. Alexandra herself went to Queen Cleopatra 1n
Egypt and urged •er to intluenoe Anthony in the case.The result
of the whole matter was that Herod was forced to appoint th1a
seventeen year old boy to the High Priestly offioe. However
on his first appearence,it was easy to observe that Ar1atobulua
was very popular with the people.Herod teared him. While the
young Priest was visiting his .:mothe:i's palace at Jericho with
Herod in 35 B.C.,he was drowned while sporting with the other
young oourtiers'at bathing.Although he appeared to mourn very
sinoerely,everyone recognised Herod as the author of the
apparent aoo1dent.(l)
Alexandra was carefully watched a:tter this affair.
But she had a powerful friend in Cleopatra.The Egyptian queen'
was oovs.tous ot Herod's domaina,and. used all her influence,
\Yhioh was realiy very strong., on Anthony to increase her
territory.Herod lost Phonioia.,the coast of Philistia.,and part
of his African lands to Cleopatra in 34 B.C. He was obliged
to be silent and lease these lands from her.in all humility.
Yes, he even had to receive her in all munificence.,when she
visited his country and oomuot her to the borders of her land.(2)
He must abide by his motto:"Please Rome at all events" and. Rome
"'1

tjjii',

was Anthony .,and Cleopatra was the ~rd of Anthony.
After the death of her son Aristobulua.,A1exandra
was furious and. trumped up

&

oh&rge against Herod.,whioh she

sent to Anthony by the hands qt CleP]&tra.Herod was called
to acoount before .Anthony. They met at the city Laodiaee a.Di
l Josephus:Antiq. XV.,3,1-3.
2 11 ibid.•:Antiq. XV.,4.,1-4,

...L.
Hezod;1 s bribea and peraonaiity won a pronounoement o:t izmooenoe.
While he was gone on this miasion,Heroci plaoed
Joaeph,the husband. of his sister Salome,in oharge ot a.t:ta1ra

•

at the oourt. Herod was so madly in love with his beautifu1
wite,that be oould not bear the thought o:t another man
winning her.Fearing for his life,when he went to Laodiaee,he
had ordered Joseph to put Jla.riamne to death,in the aase that
he did not return. We now begin to meet the deeds of Salome,
the sister of Herod.She was the only one ot Herod'- immediate
family,exoept his younger sons,to outlive Herod.She was one
of the oleverest mind.a at the oourt,and. we must wonder at her
ability to remain unharmed in all the family trouble and. the
many intriques of Herod's household." She was tired of Joseph
and oleverly informe4 her brother that all had not been right
0

betw·ee n Joseph and Uariamne,during his ab aenoe.Her words
seemed to be proved,sinoe Mariamne knew of the · aeazet M
instruotions whioh he had given Joseph. Herod was very angry,
and almost immediately and without a trial ordered Joseph
exeouted.(l)Nothing oould have pleased Salome better,for not
only was she rid of an undesirable husband,but also beoauae
she hated Mariamne,who despised her low and mediocre birth.
Bowever,Herod was not to find peace yet.In

aa·s.c.

Anthony and Ootavia.nus met at Aotium as enemies.Herod wanted. ·
to assist his patron in the battle with his army,but Cleopatra
prevailed on Anthony to send him to subdue the Arab iana, who
had revolted t~ the extent of refusing to pay her tribute.
It appears that Cleopatra had no thought o:t Anthony meeting
defeat,and. figured that Arabia~ Herod would so weaken euh
(1) Josephus:. Antiq.XV 3,6-9.

..lf.L

other that she might get'posaession of both oountriea.(1)
When Herod returned af't~r his auooeasful expedition
againat the Arabians,he found not only his enemy,Cleopatra,
but also hia patron,Anthony,had been vanquished and had. lost
their power at the battle of Actium(3l B.C. )'(a) What was be
to do? Herod realized that the beat under the cil'oumatanoea
was to go to Augustus(Ootavianus) and to renew hia vow ot
allegianoe to the Romans,and obtain Caesar's approval ot
his reign. Before he went,however, be took the preoaution to
have old Hyroanus murdered,leat he make pretentiona f'or the
throne.The administration of' the kingdom was placed in the
hands of Sohemus,who reoeived the same orde·r s,with regard to
Mariamne,aa had Joseph.
Hero~s missio~ with Augustus CJ:l,8sar,whom he met
a.t Rhodes, was e~~nently suooessf'ul. Augustus realized ~he
expedienoy of' having suoh a zealoua·f'riend of the Romana 1n
dangerous ea~tern border region,a.nd. after hav~ reoeived t~e
usual Herodian bribes,Augustua renewed Her~s title and added
that territory which Anthony had taken away and had given to
Cleopatra.(3)
The King returned all elated over his suooess.
But his joy was· short lived.Salome out of hatred for Uariamne
accused Sohemus of being unf'a1thf'ul to Herod's trust,and
Sohemus was killed at onae without a trial. A eunoch of
Mariamne•s retdnue was questioned and tortured and admitted
that the Queen bore great hatred against her husband.Thia
test_imony was born out by the frigidity with whioh llariamne
reoeived her husband on his arrival. Salome turned her
l . Josephua:Antiq.XV,5,1. ------- a •ibid•:Antiq.XV,6,1.
3 "ibid. •:Antiq.~V,6,5-'f•a.nd n ibid•:'Wara. I,30.

~

brothels love tor his wite~to an exquiaite diapae

am. to &

rage ot batteled love.(l) After a mook trial before 40 001lr4l,d
nobles,Uartamne was exeouted in 29 B.C~(2)
No sooner had. Ma.riamne been exeouted then Herod
began to suffer the torments of remorse and bitterly did he
repent of .having put her to death,whom he loved so
. passionately.
He beaa.me the prey of the darkest depression and would emerge
from it only oooasionally to give vent to fits of ungovernable
rage and frenzy.During one of these,he had some of the 40
judges,who had offioiated at Kariamne•s trial,put to death
for crimes of whioh she had been falsaiy aoouaed. The Kings
health soon gave way under this mental torture,a.nd. he tell
ill at Samaria. Alexandra,when Herod's reoovery seemed
doubtful,instigated a plot against him, and when the King
r e oove rad,she also met with death at hi~ hands. So to finish
the ·savage butohery of the Asmonean tamily,Herod had the two
sons of Baba,whom Coatabar,the husband of Salqme,had. hidden.killed
together with their proteotor.of whom Salome was al.ready tired.(3)
Thus outside of his sons,by Kariamne,Herod had wiped out all
the living members of the o~d Asmonean royal family.
T°Ae year 25 B.c. has been oasually ohosen as

.

marking the d;vision between th~ first and seoond part of Herod's
reign.The aeoond period was marked as one as prosperity~Herod
was at the hight of his power.The kingdom was seoure.Cleopatr&,
the Asmoneane,anci the hateful no~lea were all removed.A
pitjless polioe,numerous spiea,and a large body of foreign
soldiery,kept down oonspiraoy,repressed all murmurings,a.nd
preserved order in the oity.(6)
1 Bevan:Jerusalem,und.er the High Priests. pg.145
2 Joaephus:Antiq.XV,7,1-6. ---- (3)•ib1d, 8 :AJ;ltiq.7,8-10.
4 Latimer;Judea,Cyrus to Titus. pg.235.

But more than that,thia period. shows the ~lgheat
point of Herod~ oha.raoter~He was very peaoetul,lenient,am
even graoeoua. Nevertheless we must not think that he rema:I.Ded
idle.No he was very zealous in wiping out those bands ot
fanatio-patriotio bandita,who raided not only the oa.ravana,
whioh passed through his territory,and the Greek Deoapolia
oitiea,but often even entered the Jewish oitya and caused
diaturbanoea.Thus he ma.de the country aafe for travelers

am

. tor the oitizena 9 a.nd his stringent government kept the country
safe.Besides a few minor uprisings,thia period was very quiet.
This period is also noteworthy for a different
reason. It gives us a new trait in Herocla cha.raoter.He beoomea
the groat builder.His arohitectural work was widespread. 9 and
ooverod the fields of oitiea,fortreases,towers,and saored
temples. Herod loved beautiful buildinga,a.nd it was just this
whioh brought to the surfaoe the Hellenist in his oh&raoter.
In the year 27 B.C.,Herod rebuilt Sama.ria,whioh h~ now oalled
Sebaste,the greek tor Augustus,in honor of his patron Emporer.( l )
Then came the ampitheater and theater at Jerusalem,and with
them the Hellenistic system of games and plays.This was very
galling

to the Jews.But they had to bear it. Some of the

fana.tios plated against Herod's life,but the plot was uncoftred
and failed. All the conspirators were put to death.However,thia
was enough to put tear into the Ki'Zl;,S'a hea.rt,and from now on
he was always surrounded with• foreign body-guard,of Galla,
Thraoians,and Teutona,when he appeared in publio.(a)
Howevej Herod fostered no pa.rtioula.r 111 will to
the people,as a whole,for this plot, because we see him depriving
l
2

Josephus: Antiq. XV 9 9,5.
nibid.n :Antiq. XV,e,1-4.

himself of luxurious table ware 1n order to help his people
during the peatilenae and famine in the years as to 23 B.O.(l)
Twioe he out the taxes,whioh he reaeived from the people,am
whloh were very burdensome.Cao and 14 B~C.)(a)
About the year as B.C. Herod built himself a new
palaoe at Jeruaalem.It •seems by this time that Herod had
gotten over the remo~se of Uariamne•a de~th and was the old
passionate lover again.The daughter of the High Priest,Boethua, •
who also bore the name Mariamne,beoame Herod's third wife.
Herod began a new monument to Augustus in the"year
22 B.C.-the oity Caesarea.\Yhen it was finished 1n 10 B.C.,it

beoame ~n• of the foremost oities of Jud.ea,and. 16 years iater
it beoame the reaidenoe of the Roman Proourators.(3)Herod
also built the oitiea of Gaba,in Galilee,an4 Heshbon in Perea.

1

For the proteation of the oountry, Herod built suoh oastles
as Herodium,just south of Bethlehem,and Herod~um,in Arabia,

and Herod rebuilt the ,oid Asmonean strongholdsiilexandr1um,
Maohaerus,Masada,Hyroania,the oitadel of Jerioho,whioh he oalled ·
Cypros,after his mother,a.nd Anthedon,which he called .Agrippaeum.
The harbor of Strato,a.tter he had rebuilt it,waa worthy of
being named a rival to the Athenio.n Piraeus. Herod~ public
buildings and houses were found in about every. city th&t he
visited,from ·Aaia ~inor to Egypt,a.nd greeoe to Italy.(4)
However Herod's greatest arohiteotural vent'U1'e

•~s

the building of the new Temple at Jeruaalem.(5) The old

Temple of Zerubable was pretty well dilapidated and Herod
realized that he might not only beautify hie oapital,but also
l Joaephus:Antiq.XV,9,1-2. ----

3)" ibid. 1 :Antiq,XV,9,6 • .

a "ib1d.•:Antiq.XV,10,4;XVI,a,s.

4~Mathewa:•Hist.of New Testament t-ea.•pg.123.
S)Joaephus:Antiq~ XV,9.

l

.:la.t.L

win the good will ot his people,through building a new Templ•.
But Herod also realized that he had. an extremely iraaoi•le
people to deal with;so he gave orders that Priests should
conduot the building operations. Four hundred priests were
especially trained for the work;and. in the year 20-19 (Hisan
·to Nisan-Jewish Calender.)B.C.the work was begun. However.it
was not until all the materiais for the new building were·
stored -without the city,that the ta~ ot razing the old
building •begun.The Temple was not fully completed until
63 A.D.,but the main building operations were completed in
18 months time.(l) Without doubt this editice when completed
was one ~f the most beautiful. buildings in the Roman world,
and did muoh to establish the tame of the Jews in the Empire.
The TeMple a.lao had a conoiliatory effeot on the Jews tor a\
short time. Latimer says;"For once,Herod enjoyed a moment of
popularity in Jud.ea,wllioh must have been quite a novelty to him.!(2)
But Herod had oome to end. of his pe~oe. From
13 B.C. until his death in 4 B.C. we have the periQd of decline.
Trouble oame from a new

and.

unexpected souroe. Domestio

disordera,hinging a.round the Qhoioe of a suocessor,kept the
palace ,in a constant turmoil of plots,sohemes,and. · intreguea,
whioh kept Herod tearing tor his safety every minute of his
life,a.nd. whioh changed him baok again to the oonsoienoeleaa
brute of the early part.of his reip.(3)
Already in

14

B.C. we encounter the beginning of

Herod's· quarrel witb Alexander and Ariatobulus,the sons of
the Asmonean Jlariamne. They had beenLe.d uoated in Rome,and. in
18 B.c. had returned to Judea. Everybody loved them,not only
l John II,ao.---Josephua:AntJq. xv,11,a.s.s.
Lat1mer:JU4,ea.pg.237----(3)"ib1d":J~~&:PB· 234.

a
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tor their bea•ty and elegant bearing,but alao beoauae they
were the last of the Aamonean houae.Hatur&lly theae•blue-blood.ed•
Prinoea dispiaed their low-born halt-brothers and were very
muoh displeased when Herod brought hie first wife,Doria,a.nd
her son.Antip&ter,trom semi-baniahmentia.nd the young men
beoame i:ndiaoraet,even if not disloyal. in their apeeoh.The
situation was oompl4oated by the jealousy and emnity of the
household and the ohildren.The oomplete absenoe of natural
affection \fbioh oharaoterized that oourt brought things to
suoh a pass,that it lfas impossible for anyone to feel aura of
hi~ safity.Everyone tried to exterminate whomsoever he
considered a rival.And in the midst of his tormentora,blim
and savage as a baited bull,the old King wound.a wildly
knowing neither friend nor toe.He knows neither whom to
trust.and. makes forelorn attempts to win the love of his sons,
but fails utterly.(l)
During his life,Herod married 10 times and had
15 ohildren.He was a man without a oonsoienoe,a.nd a typical
Oriental despot. His wives were;Doria,the Idumean;llariamne,
the Asmonean Prinoesa;Uariamne,the daughter of the High Priest;
Ualthaoe,a Samaritan; Cleopatra,of Jerusalem;Pallas;Phoedra;
Elipais;and two nieces.whose names are unknown.Ca)
Naturally we oan expeot that

there would be

&

good deal of strife in auoh a household.Unhappily a party
soon formed about th~ young Prinoea. Herod was informed of
this by Sa.lome,a.nd the young men were oalumniated,a.nd. possibly
they were not beyond rep~oaoh.Herod was informed that they
had thought• of avenging their mother's death,a.nd it is very

l Latimer: Jmea, pg.240.
2 Joaephus:Antiq. XVII,2,3.

..=..,._
probable that suoh ideas entered their mimia. It waa aa1d
that when they saw their father• a w1vea wearing

ornament ■

and olothes whioh had belonged to Kar1amne, they grew angry .
and threatened ,hey should some day wear aaokoloth instead
of these robes.Cl)
In . the year 12 B.O. Herod lost his poise and took
these troublesome young men to Augustus for trial.The tria.J.
at Aquilia ended in a reoonoiliation between father and aona.(2)
But now Antipater,the son ot the Idumean woman,
begins to oalumniate the Prinoes,hop1ng thereby to obtain favor
with Herod and eventually the orown.As time goes on the
family relations beoome more and more bitter. In 10 B.O.
another outbreak of wrath of Herod was allayed by Aroheiaua,
King of Cappadooia and the father-in-law of Alexander.(3)
A short period of peaoe ensued during whioh Herod
made an hasty trip to Rome,and an unauooeasful exp•d1tion
against the Arabians.These latter sent Sylliua to Rome,where
. this man missrepresented the oase

a.nd.

Herod fell into displeasure

with Augustus. However Augustus later found out

the truth

through Nioolas of D~sous,tbat trusted oounae1or and oonstant

.

friend of Herotl,ae ·man who alone remained faithful-Augustus
apoj ogized and sought to make

amend.a.

In, B.C.,Herod,having extorted damaging

statement ■

from servants of Alexander and Aristobulua,and having been
filled up with hatred towards them by Salome,Antipater,a.m..hia
brother Peroras,aoouses them betore a oourt,oompoaed ot
weak oourtiers at Berytus and has the• oomdemnad to death
and strangled at Sebaste 1n the same _y ear. (4)
l Latimer;Jud.ea. pg 238.

a·iJosephua: Antiq.XVI; 4,2-5. ---- (3) •ibid": Antiq. XVI,8
4 "ibid": Antiq.XYI,11. ·

~

It was in thiayear that Iha Emporer Augustus
held a oensus,for purposes of taxa.tion,in all the Empire.
fhis was one of the pensuaea whioh,aa we know from the
aroheologioal find.a in Egypt, oooured every 14 years.The
next one,whioh Josephus also mentions,(l) oooured in"? A.D.
It is proved that . pyreniua was a speoial repreaent1ve of·
the Emporer at both oooasions.The was the governer,(a),of
Syria. During this oensus falls the birth of our Lord.It
was at this time that the slaughter of the Innooents took
plaoe.(3) This aot of brutality 1a so much in aooorda.nce
with the oharaoter of the former meaa'Ul."es of Herod that
it is foolish to deny the word of the Bible~We oan very
readily understand,why Josephua,a.n enemy of Christianity,
omits mention of it,when we remember that he also omits the
story of the life of Christ,giving but a mentioning,whioh
is almost entirely interpolated by the later Christian
oopiers of his works.as most of the oritioa olaim.
Herod's will was now macl.e.Antipater was named as
successor and. Herod Philip,aon of the · second llariamne,as his
suooeasor.The latter precaution was taken because Antipate~
was a man of almost 40 years. Upon this a.nnounoement,Antipater
went to Rome to obtain favor·w1th Caesar and to be out of·
the way of Herod,whom he gave Pheroraa and his aasooiatea
orders to poison-thus hastening Antipate~s suocesaion.
However,Salome does not desert her brother in time of.need
and.

reveals the plot to him. Pheroras died before he ooulci

be questioned,but upon,torturing the slaves and women,Salome's
l Josephus:Antiq.XVIII,1,1.
~ Do
a • Luke 2,a; and ~sey:The.Bearing of Beoent Disoovery.pg-r238-300
(3 Luke 2,6~7; Jlatth. 2,16.
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words are ver1fied.Antipater is pl~aaantly invited to return.
When he does oome he is tried before Varua,the governer of
Syria,and is imprisoned,with a death aentenoe.(5 B.O.)(l)
In the mean while Herod sent to Rome to have his sentenoe
oonfirmed,However,while he was waiting for the answer,Herod
\

was strioken with a terrible disease.(a)He is oonf'i~ed to
his bed and all the remedies o~ the time are tried in the
attempt to oure hu,.. But his mind is also oonfuaed.He ohangea.
his wills oontinualiy,and. acts like a ~an.
In the early days of 4 B,O.,the report,that his
disease was incurable and his life a matter of time only, was
passed out.Two Rabbis Judas and Margoloth stirred up the
people to tear down an eagle,whioh Herod had. plaoed on the
temple gate,oontrary to their religious scruples. And amid a
great uproar the "God-pleasing work was aooomplished. But

'

Herod was not dead yet.The Rabbis were oaptured,tried and.
condemned at Herod's bedside,and were burned at the stake,amid
theories and wails of the people.(3)
Herod's days were numbered.Finally a letter from
Rome gave him fred aotion against Antipater.One night,the
prisoner,hearing the rumor that his father had died,tried to
bri~

his way out of prison. He failed and when Herod he~

of the attempt,Antipater was imllediatly. ordered killed,and.
was ~exeouted almost at onoe.(4)
Seven days later,Herod reached De

end. of his

reign of terrom and the disease whioh was oertainly terrible
enough,being eaten by worms in his bowels and entraila,sent
Herod,the Great,to his Maker and Judge,mourned by none.
(l)Joaephus: Antiq.XVII,5. ---- (a) n ibid": Antiq.XVII,7 ,1-s.·
(3)"1bid.• :Antiq.XVII,7,2to 4.----(3)•ibid!:Antiq.XVII,7 •
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So ended a reign of almoat'unparalleled reokleaaneaa,
oruelty,and bloodshed in which the murder ot the Innooenta
of Bethlehem formed but so ti-i:tling an episode among the many
deeds of blood,as not to be deserving of record on the pages
of the Jewish Historian,Joaephua.
Because of hie great · importanoe, Herod deaervea
to have a short resume of his aha.raoter, appearance, and habi ta.
In :taot this is necessary to full appreoiate this great kinta
.reign.
Herod wae a band.some ma1'lof oommancling presenoe.
He excelled in physical exeroises and endured all manner of
phyaioal hardships,whioh all helped to give him the appearance
of a Greek god.(l) To this was ooupled a spirit of oongenialty
.

and greatness of spirit and philanthropy. It ia not hard to
unclerstand. why he was liked immediatly by Anthony,Augustua,

Cleopatra,and all strangers wl th whom he met. Beoauae of his
high-strung temperment,Herod was very easily touched through
his affections. He was easily played on by 1ntreguea,wh1oh
caused him to be goaded into crimes which a man of a colder
heart would have avoided.
Ha is oharaoteriatio of rulers of similar oriaes
in history,especially of the Orientals. He is one of those
shapers of kingdoms in unsettled times -men,strong ot arm,
unsorupulous,meroilesa to all rivals,but shrewd in vision,
who ~hen established in power brings his subjects suoh good
as goes with public order strongly enforced,and who find pride
in great works whioh tend to increase the prosperity ·of their
relms. (2)
1
2

SohUrer:The Jewish People.pg.417.
Bevan:JerusaJ.em under the .High P~iesta. pg. 147.
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There were th~ee peat attributes whioh underlie
all of Herod's aota. They are ambition,paasion,aml fear.
Herod's'unboumed ambition was what,during ihe
early days·of hie reign,oaused the brute to replaoe the man.
Yes,ambition vault.ing to it's end,jealouay polaening lite at
it's very heart,eaatern insenoib111ty to suffering,led h1m to
oommit deeds of the darkest horror,the beast trampling down
the man." Suoh was the struggle to establish his kingship.
Nothing,not even family or marriage oould retard his ambitious
power.
His passion was the k_ind typioal of a real oriental
potentate,indulging in polyga.my. He was married 10 times and
had 15 ohUdren. His love for lle.ria.mne sellims re&ll the only

.

white part of his polygamous and lustful existanoe;but even

-

that beoomes spoted when

\TB

see how this passion turns to

the burning hate of baffled love,whioh brings the beast to
distroy what he loves most,a.nd then r9Rent in tlJ.e manner
of a disparing madman. Ed.ershe1m says, •His repentance waa the
most fearful peroxym of remorse,passion,--.nd longing for his
murdered \fife,whioh seized h1m,and brought hill to the bri:nk
of him grave. "(l) However,J:lari•ne•s death did not quell this
passion in the King. Before long he married the daughter of
the High Priest,who ·was known as the most beautiful woman in ..
all Palestine. And after this Herod plunges headlong into
polygamy and. :immorality.
0

But nothiDf$ impela 01'Ualty like tear. Herod teared
the Aamoneans,and espeoially Alexander •am Aristobulua. He
had them remo·ved with the orueleat butchery. He lived in

(1) Ed.ershe1iii: Life and. Times. vol.I,pg.126.

ao.
oonstant fear of his life,1n· h1s households and. amoJJg hia
subjeot~;and as a reault we see the fearful oruelty to'whiah
he stooped. Herod feared the Babe of Bethlehem.The momentary
glimpse whioh we get of_He%o4,whioh we get in the New Testameat
through his oonveraation with ~he Magi and his subsequent
aotion in murdering the innooent ohildren of Bethlehem,are
very ~uoh in keeping with his oh~aoter,with the jealous,
unsorupulous,and irratable temper of the last 1days of the
KingJas we read them in the pages of Josephus.
In the • life of Herod there appears a strange inward
struggle. It was the struggle of antagonistio desires;to be
'

both the .Hellenist and the Jew. \Yhen Herod left Judea,he beoame
an Hellenist of the .first water.He enriohed the Pagan templea,
made penaanent prizes for the 0iympio and Corinthian Games,
being made perpetual president of the latter.He sent 500 Jews
to ass ist in a soientifio exploring expedition into Arabia.(l)
He stud ied philosophy,rhetorio,ancl history w1th. Bioolaa. of
Damasous.(2)Even at home -his building aotivities betray his
Hellenistio tend.enoiea.Yes,not suoh a ~ewish plaoe as the
Jerusalem Temple esoaped,but we read that it had the popular
Corinthian pillar.(3) Herod assooiated oontinually with the
Hellinists about hill,and drew many to his oourt.Even the
High Priest Simon,the former Alexandrian Jew,who won hia
appointment from Herod was an Hellenist and. Epiourean.(f)
But Herod wished to be a great king among the kings of the
world,and. that ment,in those daya,to be a great Hellenist.
Herod tried also to be a real Jew.He professed the
1 Latirner:Judea. pg233. •
a)Beva.n: Jerusa+em. pg, 150.
3)Joaephua:Antiq. ~V,1+,S• .
(4)Latimer: Judea, pg. 224.

I

--E..a.
Jewish Religion,but he not'only laoked real sympathy tor this
f~ith,but aeemed to laok all easenae ot religion.Law and
oonsoienoe were dead in him. To be sure he disseminated his
Hellenistio tendenoies with many

things done solely to the

pleasure of the Jews.He omited piotures from the ooins.He
made his proapeotive son-in-law submit to oiroumoiaion:.(1)
He was zealous to proteot the Jews of the Diaspora before
the tribunal of the Emporer.Herod gave them quiet and peaoe
whioh they had. not had for many a year and were not destined
to have. But most of all he built the Temple,giving them
full oharge,so as not to offend them. The Jews were at first
inclined to overlook his orimes when. they saw the magnifioent
Ten1ple,but in the glory of Herod's reilgn they saw only evil,
and the burdens it laid on the people.
The nation felt offencled in its inmost sanotity
by the reokless Hellenism,and.,as Latimer puts it,•the~ mistrust

and aversion to Herod proved as tenaoioua and unyea.J.ding as
their national faith~(a)Nor did the Jews ohs.nge their opjnion
of Herod when he was in the pale of death.For beyond doubt,
I

what irritated the dying monarch most of . all,was that his
subjeots dasired his death. And to evidence this trait,Heroc!a
death was celebrated as

a festival.

III.The Sona of Herod.,
Upon tlie death of Herod I. ,Arahelaua,hia son by.
the Samaritan woman,Ma.lthaoe, was named his suooeasor by the
last will of the monaroh. Arohelaus gave his father a wonderful
burial at Herodium,near Bethlehem,and performed the Jewish
rites of mourning.(3)
Beva.n:Jeruaalem. pg. 151.
.
3 Josephus: Antiq. ~VII,a,a-4.
1

a Latimer:Jud,ea. pg.240.

aa,
Soon atter the :tuneral.Arohelaua.Antipaa.am Philip
went to Rome to have Oa.eau approve the w111.Mter aome
delay and argument,Augu.atua finally made

the following

distribution of Herod's kingdom.Arohelaua waa to be ethnaroh
of Judea,Samaria,and I~umea;Antipaa was to be tetrarch of
Galilee and Perea;am Philip was to be tetraroh of Gaulan1t1a.
Auran1tda,Traoho~itis,Batanea,Ban1as,a.nd. Iturea.( l )

@ahelauaCa).
Arohelaua wa~ bbrn about 21 B.C.,the son of Herod
and Malthaoe,a Sama.r4tan.He was eduoated in Rome. Caesar well
knew that

Arohelaus was not nearly as able and. suooesatul aa

his father,so we find him indeois1ve as to indorsing Herod's
will. However ,when Augustus made Arohelaus etlmaroh,he

added ·

the promise of the royal title,1f Arohelaus reall¥ • waa worthy
of it. Whioh promise Augustus was never oalled upon to redeem.
Arohelaus immediately oame into disrepute with
~

his people,when he dtvo~ped his first w1fe.Mar1amne.a.nd
.A "

marrying Glaphyra,the widow of his half-brother Ariatobulua(died
7 B.c.). But the obstacle was soon removeA as Glaphyra died
but a short time after the wedding.(a) The offence to the
the Jewish religious sentiments oame from the faot that
Glaphyra had had. ohildren with her former husband,whioh in
acoord with Jewish law made her unfit to marry again.
Like his fathe~.Arohelaus was a great build.er.
He built the oities of Arohelais (4) and Jerioho,whioh had
been partly distroyed. Among th~ most noteworthy aots ia the
Aquiduot,whioh he built to water his palm groves near Jericho.
l Josephus: Antiquitiea.XVII,12,4-5.
·
2 GENERAL REFERENCESt Matthew a ; aa.----Joaephus:Antiq.XVII,13;
XVIII,1-4,8;---- Wara.II,7-10.----El_r&].d:Gesohiohte dea.Volkea - ~~
Israel.V,449-57;VII,235-57.--~-llatlaewa;H1st.of N.T. timea.pg.130-35.
(3)Joa~phua:Ant~q.XVII,13,l.
.
(4)"ibid.• :Antiq.XVII,13,a,
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There waa no oeaaation of grievanoea, and. Arohelau•
was disliked by all the people. The Jews tolerated his rule
for nine years,and. then with permission of the governer of
Syria,sent a legation to the Emporer.This legation was made
up· of Judean and Samarian nobles. Their charges and .complaint
must have quite serious,beoause the -orer,almost immediately
upon hearing them,summoned Arohelaua to Rome.After a hearing
befQre the Emporel'!,Aroi1elaus was banished to · Vienna in Gaul:,
in the year 6 A.D. His territory was turned over to Roman
Proourators under.the direct oontrol of the Emporer.(l)
Arohelaus had followed in his father's footsteps
in

a different way also. namily ~n the brutality and utter

disregard of his subjeots' religious feeling. The New Testament
g ives us this very oharaoter1zat1on in a few words.When
Joseph was about to return from Eln'J)t, whither he had. fled
with the Savior and Uary,before the wrath of Herod,the Great,
we read of him: "But when he heard that Arohelaua did reign in
Judea in the room of his father Herod,he was afraid to go
thither. 11 (2) Like his father ,Arahilaus was oonsoienoeleas,
ancl no one loved him,on the oontrary everybody hated

and

mistrusted him. That 1• why Joseph and Kary never deemed
advisable to take Jesus along to the great festivals at
Jerusalem,but waited until He was 12 years old (6 A.D.),
unt_il Arohelaus was gone and the Roman Procurators

were

in

power. Of all of Herod's sona,Arohelaus was the worst.
The ethnaroh had utter disregard for the nobility
of the Jews,as we see in the faot that he deposed three
High Priesta.(3) However,he,11ke his brother Antipas did
not hesitate to use his family name on the ooina. He was
(l)Josephus:Antiq. XVII,13,2.
(2)Matthew.II,22.
(3)Josephus:Antiq. XVII,13,l.
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juat aa weak and poor aa the Emponr had. f'oraeen,when Auguatua
had retuaed. to give him the royal title.The Emporer waa
never f'oroed to make him .king,_in aooorclanoe with hia prom1•e.
Herod Antipaa.(l)
Herod. Antipas was born about

ao

B.O.,the aon of'

Herod,the 9reat,and. Kalthaoe,ancl brother of A:ralielaua. Like
Arahelaua,he was eduaated at Rome. Inaor1pt1ons,Jfh1~we-re..
found in various parts of the Roman world,1mioate to ua
that Antipas traveled extensivel7,but just when,we do not
know. In 4 B.O.,Antipas was made tetrarch of Galilee

am

Perea. whioh· of'fioe he held until he was banished in 39 A.D.
Antipas at onoe showed himself' the true son of'
~

his father Herod. 9 1n his building prorate.He sought not
only to bea.utif'y.his territory,but also

~

to strengthen

it by these ventures. He built the oit7 Sephoria and. rebuilt
Botharamphtha,whioh he now oalled Juliaa.(a) Further he
erected for himself a new capital on the ·west bank of the
Sea of Gennezareth,whioh he named Tiberias. The latter
undertaking was,f'rom the Jewish viewpoint,·rather un:tortuna.te,
because he had built this new city on the site of' an old
cemetary,whioh was a sacrilege in the eyes of the Jews.Ca)
But the faot that he went through with hia plana,in spite
of the opposition of the fews,ahows how little he oared to
observe the Jewish religious and national oonventions. Thia
oity was moat aplencled in ita publio buildinga,palaoea,and
theater.
It seems that Herod. Antipas at an early date in
{l)GENERAL REFERENCES:lla.tth.XIV,l-ll;Uark VI,14-aS;Luke III,19;
Luke IX,7-9;XIII,31-32;XXIII,7-12.-Joaephua:Antiq.XVIII,a,1-3;
Antiq.XVIII,4,5;5,1-s;,.1-a. War.JI,9,land 6..--so~U%•r;The
Jewia9 People.Div.1,VQmI.ps.17-fB.Ewald:Gesoh.des Volhes
Israel.VI,74-SO;VII,241.242.K&thewa:Hiat.of N.T.timea.148-158.
( a) Josephus: Ant1q.XVIII ~a~ l, · Wars. :I: I, 9 • l,
. .

his Hign,tor politioal reasons.married the daughter ot X1mg
Aretas VI,ot Arabia. But this marrage without lo~ d1d not
last long.While on a visit to Rome,Antipas met and fell 1n
love with Herodias.the wite of his halt-brother Herod Philip,
the son ot HerodI and Karriamne of Jeruaal.em.Herod Philip
was living as an idle gentleman in Rome and must be distinguished.
from Philip,the tetrarah of the northeastern part of Palestine.Ci)
Here there arises a problim _whioh some of the
oritios olaim is a proof against the veraoity of the Bible.Ca)
It will be notioed when reading the aouroea oa.refully,that·
Josephus oalls this man Herod (3),a.nd the New Testament always
Calls him Philip.(~) However,the faot that Josephus uses a
different name is not extraordlnary,if we remember the dlfterenoe
in the two works. The New Testament was written for the
people,who well knew who was ment.Bor does the New Testament
speak of the tetra.rob Philip muoh,so as to warrant a apeoial
mark to distinqui~ them.Only onoe ia the tetraroh mentioned.
But Josephus treating the history of Palestine,must neoesaa.rily
give more of an aooount ot both man and must distinguish between
them. Another proof lies in the faot that 1 Herod. 1 had. beoome
a family name.Even Soht1%er must admit that Arohelaua

and.

Antipas used th is name-Herod-on the coins whioh they had minted• · ·
and that Dio Cassius oalla Al'ohelaua J{erod.. (6) The argument
that it would be strange for Herod,the Great,to have more than
one son with the same name•Philip • may be urged against both
names. Upon atud.ying the genealogy of Herod,the Great,oareful.17,
it wiil be observed that he had three sons named Herod,namily
l Josephus:Antiq. XVIII,5,4.
11&
SohUrer:Jewiah .Eeople.Div,I.II,aa. Mathewa:Hist.ot B.T.times 156
3 Josephus:Antiq•.XVIII,~,4. .
.
4 Katth.Xff,3;Ka.;k.VI,17,L\J,ke III,19.
5 Dio C~asius.LV,a~ quoted in SohUre;;Jewish People.Div.l,II,39.
Jewish Enoyolopedia II,78-llluatratea oolna from Kadden.
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Herod Ph111p,aon of Jila.riamne,daughter ot the High Prieat,
Herod: Antipaa,aon of Ka.l.thaae,and Herod III,brother of the
tetraroh

and

son of Cleopatra of Jerusalem. Further it will

be pereived that there are two sona named Antipater and
Antipas,whioh is essentially the same name.Why then

1■

it

impossible that there weze two sons named Ph111p1 Therefore
I believe that the oppinion of SohUrer .and. Kathewa,and. thoae
who agree with them,to be wrong 1and. aay that the Bible haa
not erred in this point.
I
The mar.Ji,ge'of Antipas to Herodias was disaateroua
for the tetraroh in many ways. It was the direat cause of a
war with Aretas
.. VI of Arabia,who wanted to avenge his
daughter's

divorce. Aretaa VI soundly defeated Antipaa,ao

that Antipas appealed to the Emporer for help whioh,though
the Emporer granted the aid of the governer of Syria,waa never
given,as the Emporer•s death revoked the order.(l)
About this time John,the Baptist,and. a little
l~ttle later,also Jesus began to traverse Galilee,preaoh1ng
the way to salvation. John,who was eapeoial1y a preacher of
repentanoe,attaoked Antipas-bitterly tor his 1noeat1ous
marrage 'with Herodiaa,and. Antipas,evidently at the urge of
Herodias,had John imprisoned in the stronghold Kaoharua.(2)

,

On the .ooo~a1on of the amuiversa.ry of Herod
Antipas' birth,about the year as A.D. ,he
banquet.

held a great

At this attair,Salome,the daughter of Herodiaa and

Herod Phil1p,danaed for the guests. Antipas was ao pleased
with the performance that he promised to fulfill any wiah,
which she should put. Under th·e instigation of her mother,
Herodiaa,Salome asked tor the hea4 of John,the Baptist.
1 Joaephua:Antiq. XVIII,5,1.
2 8 ib1d.• :Aniiq, XVIII,s,a,

.AI.&.
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Although:Antipae wae reluotant,beoa.uae he both teue6 Jo~
and.

beoauae·he knew the pose injustiae ot the requeat,he

oomplied with her wiah,e.nd. John was beheaded. tt ia tp be
expeoted that Joaephua would give a different reason than
the one that the New Testament givea. He aays that John
was beheaded beoause of p~litioal reasons. But we must
remember that Josephus is an anti-Christian writer

and.

that

he suppresses all things touohing on Ohristianity.(1)
Ant ipaa head of Jeaua' . irork

a.nd

teaching only

after John's death,and that,when he did hear of it,his
oounso1enoe began to hurt him beoause he thought it was
John resurrooted,aa the Gospels tell ua.(a) However Antipas
wanted to take Jesus by oraft,and wanted to see and oonverse
wit~ him. Nor did he ever loose this wish,as we aee from. the

Paaa1on story.
There is some controversy as to whether we oa.n
oonalud.e from Luke XIII,31-32 that Herod Antipas and the
Pharasees were

aoting 1n oompaot

and.

both trying to get

the Savior ou~ of the land;or it it was a pure maohina.tion
of the Pharasees. The passage is too ·1nd.et:l:nite

to allow

an absolute answer to the question9so I shall let it open.
Howevar,rega.rdless of whether Herod was instrumental or not
in the warning, Jesus' answer was oertainly a very titting
description of Antipas:•Go ya,tell that fox.•

Nothing is

more fitting than this to oha.raoterize the man,a cunning
and yet oowamly fox. Nor do we lack examples of these traits.
Oh,how cowardly was it not ot this brute,Antipaa,
trying to make sport of the defenoeleaa Savior on that tirat
(l)Ka~ih7iIV,6,11; Mark VI,aa-2a;Luka IX,9sq.--Josephua~Antiq. XVIII,s,a.
(2)Matth.XIV,laq.;llark VI,14-16;Luke IX,7-9.

ae,
Good Friday in Jerusalem.
Herod Antipas tried by hia ounning

oontriva.noea

to ingratiate himaelf with Caesar.but.at the same time.he
oertainly made some very serious enemies.In 37 A.D • . He appeared
aa a patron for the treaty between Vitilius.governer of Syria.

and King Artabanus III of the Parthians,and hastening baok from
the Euphrates.wh•~• the meeting took plaoe.he antioipated
Vitilius• report to the Emporer.(l) Am again when he sought
to ingratiate himself by raising his voioe against Pontius
Pilate,for putting up a votive shield in Jeruaalem,he not
only inoured the friendship of Caesar and the Jewa,but also
the hatred of the f.~ootaator.(a)
In his treatment'ot the Jews,Antipaa was far more
lenient than his father,ancl was rewarded with a good deal
more regard than his father reoeived, He was at least an
outward observer of their.religious ouatoma,for he attend.ad
the festivals and even omitted piotures from his ooins.
It is,however.oharaoteristio of the Herodian house
that misfortune should reaoh them from their own domestio
relaA; ives.So it was also with He~od
roused his ambition time

and.

Ant~pas. Herodias

again,urging him to seek the

royal title.This oaused him to appeal to Rome repeatedly.,
and at last when Herodias' jealousy turned against Herod
Agrippa I,King of ChaY.ia,the latter returned her ambition
by aoousations rendered to Emporer Cai~ Caligula against
her husband.Antipas was oalled to aooount.and when he fail•~
to give a aatiafaotory answer to the ohargea.he was banished
to Lyon in Gaul in the year 39 A.D. (3)
1 Joaephus:Antiq.XVIII.4,5.
(2 SohUrer~The Jewish People.(D.I,lI.aO) interpreta the word.a
of Philo:Legatione ad Oaium.~O • .
(3)Josephus:Antiq.XVIII,7.l~a.

Phi~;tp. (1).
The rthim. pa.rt of Paleatine,namily Traohonitea,
Gaulan1t1a,Auran1t1s,Bata.nea,a.nd Itu1'ea,were placed um.er
Ph111p,the aon of Herocl,the Great,and. Cleopatra of Jeruaalem.
The exaot date of his birth is unknown, but like
the rest of Herods aona,he was educated in Roma.Upon hia
father• s de,ath in 4 B.O. ,Philip began tcr, reign a.a tetraroh
over this heterogenious group of people mentioned above. The
tact that the tetrarahy was but aparsly settled with Jewa,made
the Roman method of rule a good deal easier. But,nevertheleaa,
it must be said in his favor that Philip was by tar the beat

ot the sons ot Herod.Like his father he was careful to
maintain f;iend.ship with Rome.
Philip,as a true Heroclian,waa also a great builder •

.

His greatest arohttecltural acoomplishmenta are the oitiea,
Caeaarea Philipi and Julias,whioh had been oalled Bethaaida.(2)
These build ing teats and the fact that he put pioiurea on
his ooins,lend themselves to stamp Ph1J,1p a real Helleniat.(3)
About the age of 45,Philip married. Salome,the
daughter of Herod.iaa and Herod Philip,ot Rome. They left no
heirs,so when Philip died his territory was incorperated into
the province of Syria and ruled by the governer,until 37 A.D.
when Caius Caligula gave it to Agrippa I.(4)
IV. The Roman Proguratora of Judea,(5)
After the banishment of Arohelaua,ethnaroh of Judea
Samar1a,and Idumea in 6 A.D.,hia territory was plaoed under
the administration of Roman ·Proouratora.of the equestrian order;
(l)GENERAL REFERENOES:Josephua:Antiq.XVIII,2,1;4,6;6,10.Wara
~II,9,1-6.Ewald. Gaaoh ;d.ea Volkes Iar~l •.VI,?0-74,34,.Sohtlrer: 1/1',
The Jewish Peopla.Div,I,II,10-16. Ka.the~a.Hist.of N.t.timea.145-48.
(2)Joaephus:Antiq,XVIII,2,l.--(3)Mathewa:Hiat.9f N.T.~imea.147.
(4)Josephus:Antiq.XVIII,4,S.----(5~GENEllAL REFERENOE§:Tuok,r:
Lite in the Rolllll,n .World.pgll•'ff.Joaephus:Ant1q.XVIII,l,l;a,a;3;4;
6,10.SohUrer:Jawish People,Div.I,II,43'104.
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aent out from Rome. Palestine waa an imperial provinoe.am
was distinguished from the other kind of provinoe-aenatori&lby the necessity of maintaining a.n army there. Th1s fact placed
it under the juristiction of the Emporer.who was OC'mmanderin-chief of the amy. Therefore we find the procurators not
only sent out directly from Rome.but also under the control
of Rome.
,.

Judea was not a part of the province of Syria.(l)

We ma~ well aonolude the independence of Judea from Syria·
from the direot manner in whioh the Emporer employed in
dealing with this province. These Proourators were under the
juristiation of Syria only"to this extent that it was the
right and duty of th~ governer of Sy.ria to interfere in oases
of necessity and upon special oomma.nd from the Emporer. The
only two insta.noes in whioh the Syrian governer took the power
.
.
into his own hands were in the deposition of Pontius Pilate
by Vitilius.and. of Cumanus by Umm1dius Quadratua.(al,but
Tacitus says that they both had special commands from the
Emporer. (3)

I

.The offioia~ residence of the Procurators was
Caesarea.However.for the -festivals and other apeoial ocoasiona.
when trouble might arise.t·h ey came to Jeruaalem.When at
Jerusalem,they used Herbd 1 a palace(4),and took absolute power.
The

duties of the Procurators involved a threefold

oapicity.l.They were to oolleot · tuea and ouatoma.2.They, nre
to administer juatioe.31bey had. to polioe the territory.
In order to aid in the regular taxa.tion,enrollbaenta
were made at regular intervals.In our period they occuzed in
Cl)llathewa:Hiat.of N.T.timea.l39.--Sohi11"er:Jewiah People.I,II,4?eq.
(2)Josephus:Antiq.XVIII,4,2;U,S,2.Wars II,12,6.
.
(3)Tacitus:Annala XII,54;VI.32,alaq4nneJa II,42 1 and Josephus;
Wara.II,8,1.------(4)118.r~ XV,19.

...IL.
7 B.c.,s ~.D.,ao A.D.,34 A.D.,48 A.D.,and sa A.D. (1) Suah
taxea'aa were levied'for Rome went'into the 1 fiaoua 1 or
1

Imperial treaaury.(a) It is this duty wioh really gives to
these rulers the name Proourato~a. The New T~atament tells us

ot these ta.xas whioh were paid to'Oaesar.(3)However it was not
so muoh from taxes as from the oustoms,that the oontort1on of
honesty entered into the Jewish territories.It appears that
the Procurators oould levy customs for their own behoof in .:
their territories.Only Roman Oitizens were exempt from this
sort of levy.(4) The Bible gives us many good examples of these
oustom offioers.(5) But besides that there were also some
market tolls inatitute4 by Herod,the Great,a.nd abolished in
36 A.D. by V1t1liua.(6)
The ad.ministration of Justice was the aeooD4 duty
of the ?,roourators. It was oust,omary to permit the looal
Sanhedrin to pass judgement in most oases.But whenever the
(7) ( )
Procurator was present,he beoa.me the. judge. a.nd. not the Sa.nhecirln.
7

So it was 1at the trial of Jesus. 'l'he Proourator was the supreme
judge and final appeal for the territory.Of oourse,the appeal
to the Emporer was over his head.The Proourator bad no power
of pardon.The inata.noe related in the New Testament seems to
have been a apeoial dispensation of the Emporer to the rulers
of Judea. (8)
The third duty of the Procurators was to polioe
the oountry,and keep order. For this purpose there was maintained
in Palestine a good group of troops. These troops were oo~osed
almost exoluaively of Roman oitizena.Theae troops were mostly
(l)Ramsey:Bearing of Reoent Diao.pg.255-274.(a)Tuoker:Roman
World:pg.
(3)11&tth.XXII,l7.llar~ XJI,14.Lu)Fe .xx,aa.
4l.loseRhua: Antiq.XI'V' ,1O,aa-r-(S)Matth. IX,9.;Mark II,+4,Luke v ,a?.
6 Josephus:Antiq,XVII,8,4;~VIII,4,3.(7) 8 1bid•XX,1,1;5,2.
.
8 John XVIII,39.,
.
.

!

__u.
auxiliary oohorts .. a.m. not'the legions of Syiaia.The beat
soldiers of Palestine were the so-o&lled Seb&atians.(1)
Um.er the rule of the Herod.i&ns

a.m.

the first Proouiatora

these troops never brought their standards into Jerusalem
because these standa.rds bore images of the Emporer .. a.nd to
bring an image like this into the Holy Oity:w&a oona1dered
a breach of the second oommandment .. by the Jews.For the
.same reason the Jews did not &ooept money in tlie Temple
whioh bore any pioture ·on it.but we -..t ~ money ohangera
who exchanged the UDd.esireable money tor aooept&ble.(a)
In all there were seven Procurators in jud,ea from
S to 41 A.D. Of the most of these men very little is known.
In the oaae ·of the first four men.even Josephus lacks of
all history.They are Coponius (6-9 A.D.) .. Yarous Ambiviua (9-12
A.D.) .. Annius Rufus (12-15 A.D.) .. and. Vaierius Gratua (15-26 A.D.).
The long period of office of Valerius Gratua was due to the
general prinoiple of the Emporer Tiberius.to have as few cb:&DSes
in the provinoial gover~ent as possible·. These Proouratora
were all somewhat stricter with the peopie than the Herod.ians
had been.but it cannot be said that there was more cruelty
in their terms of office, It ·was very hard for these Romans
to understand. the Jews and their customs.but as a rule their
rule was lenient •
. . There was a ·serious outbreak during the term of
Coponius about 7 A.D • .. when the great -B-:>man .. and international.
census was made.The jewa although they disliked the idea of
,

the enrollment .. neve~theleas .. submitted. However a certain Juda.a.
of Galilee(alao given as Gama.la of Gaulon1t1s ..but Joaephua(3)
seems to have beoome contused with the name of the city.The
·{l)Joaephuar: War. II .. 4,.2.
.I,
(2)Ma.tth.XXI .. 1a;Uark XI .. l5;John lI .. 14-15.(3)Joaephus:Ant1q.XVIII .. l

_a..
are too many referenoea giving_the oorreot name.)tried to
raise a revolt with Sadd.ouk,a Phuaaee.The revoit was quiakly
put down,but it oaused a great deal ot·a stir in the lam.
This attempt is also reoo~ed in the New Testament.Cl)
Of the other Proourator·a hard.1y anything is known,
exoept for the faot that during his eleven year~ of rule
Valerius Gratus changed the holder of the High Priestly
office four times.
The suaaeasor to Valerius Gratus was Pontius Pllate.(a)
Perhaps no man of this entire period of h1atory ia as well
known and as little worthy of thls immortality,as Pontius Pilate.
Throughout Christendom Pilate is immortalized through our
Oeoumeniaal,Apostl~s Creed.But why the judpent of unworthiness?
A similar judgernent was ma.de sho:i:tly after Pilate's time.
Philo gives us the words of Agrippa I whiah.he sent to Emporer
Caligula. (3)Agr1ppa says of Pllate,that he was•an. unbending
and. a rooklessly hard oharaoter•.Yes.filate had absolutely no
feeling fo~ another man's right,religion.am1 opp1nion.Philo
very aptly disoribes his administration as filled with• al~
sort of oorruptability,v1olenoe,robberies,ill-treatment of
the people,grievanaes,oontinuous executions without even the
form of a trial,endless and intolerable oruelt1es!(3) To see
the truth of these statements one need only to review his lite.
Pilate's birth as his death.is very obsoure.we
know little

or nothing of his puentage and youth.Since he

left no heirs.we haw in him one · ot those aharaoters,who
flash out of prominenoe as quiokly as they flashed into the
foreground.He was of the equestrian order.and won the appointment.
(l)Aots V,37;-Josephus:Antiq. XVIIIalal.6;XX.s.a;Wara II,8.1;
XI,17,8.----~-(a)Josephua:An~iq.XVIII,3,l-3;4,l-3.Sohttrer;The
Jewish Pe.o ple. Div. I, II, 83-87. La1; imer; Jud.ea. 265-273.
(3)SohUrer: P~ilotDe Legatione ad Caium.pg_38.
.
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Proourator,not beoauee of any apeoial merit of his,but

beoause he had the support of Sejanua,who at this time waa
the real power behind the throne·•a.nd. Tiberius Oaaaar.
Storms were 09ntinuaily breaking out in sfud.ea.
The New Testament,Joaephua,a.nd. the Talmud. tell us of ma.ny;
One of the first aota showed Pilate's utter disregard. tor
the religious feelings of his aubjeota.Till now none of the
Proourators had entered Jerusalem with . the ata.nd.arda,whioh
bore the effigy of the Emporer,beoause of the objeotions
I

af'~the Jews.Pilate oonaidered this this an unworthy weakness,
and so he devised

a.nd

oarried .o ut a plan whereby he led in

his soldiers by night ·and also brought in the standards.
When the people saw the standa.rds before the pal&oe on the next
morning,a great wailing began. For five days the people entreated
Pilate to remove the offensive standards.On the sixth day
Pilate met the people in the the~ter and threatened them w:l!th
death if they would not go home,but they laid bare their neoks
and asked for death.The soldiers,who had in the meanwhile
surrounded the orowd,killed a few,but this was too muoh for
even this heathen and he relented,omering the standards to
be removed to Oaesarea.(1) Latimer suggests that Pilate had.
been bribed by some of'the more wealthy Jews;but I do not see
why,1f this was the oaae,Pilate should wait until the sixth
day and why he should go to suoh preparations,if he was bribed. (2)
Another storm broke out when Pilate wanted to
build an aquiduot to Jerusalem.Thia in itself was a very lofty
work,but Pilate with his oustoma.ry disregard for his aubjeo~s
religious soruples,tried to use,for this project, the Temple
money,whioh was as the Jews said.:Oorba.n.(3) A riot followed
(l)Josephus:Antiq.XVIII,3,l.--ta)Latimer:Judea.287.
(3)Mark VII,11. .
.
.
,
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and many were murdered 1n'oo1ci blood by the soldiera,who had

mixed among the orowci in oivilian olothea. Ewald

auggeata

that it was at this riot that Barra.baa was oaptured.(l) It may
be posaible,but we oan noj say this tor certain.
In all these revolta,the Galileeana'we~e prominent,
beoause Galilee was the stronghold of that olass of religious
fanatios,oalled Zealots. It seems as though Bero4 Antipas wa.a
unable to ourb these wild Zealots,and. Pilate took matters 1n
his own hands.(2) Thus ~egan an enmity whioh lasted until
Jesus beoame the reoonoiler on the oooasion ot his trial.(3)
However, for the.time Pila~e quelled the Zealots.
We now oome to that event in whioh Pilate immortalized
himaelt with Christianity.It is the trial and. oomemnation
of Jesus Christ.However,we sha.11 not go into the details of
the trial,but rather see what light it

ahead.a

on the oharaoter

of . Pontius Pilate.
0

Above all,this trial stamped Pilate as a spineless
coward.See how wavers baok and torth,da.ring neither to look
upon the righteous oountenenoe of the Sa.vior,nor to taoe the
DlUl'derous

fury

of the Jews, From the very first question,we

know that he realized that'the whole affair was unjust.Then
there follow five attempts to tree Jesus.Does n~t Pilate make
five deolarations ot Jesus 1 innooenoe1 But the Jews at laat
hit upon Pilate's weak spot, when they answer; n It thou let thia
man go,thou art not Caesar's friend.whosoever maketh himself
a king,speaketh against ·Oa.esar.•(4) One oan easily imagine
what oold ohills of fear ran down through Pilate's body.

1 Luke XXIII,18-19; Yark XV,7.
.
2 Luke XIII,1.
------(3) Luke XXIII,12, ,
(4)John XIX,12.

~

While Pilate was oonversing with Jesus.during the
trial.he gave evidenoe of the total

perver••••• ot

Jai■

heart.

"What 1a truth",ha aaka.Edersheim says that it was not mere
(!ynic1am,but an utter di.spare of all that 1a higher-a moral
suicide. (1)
When we have read. the aooount of the trial.we aannot
help but be overwhelmed~~Y the injustioe of it all.and. the

gross perversion of the Roman principles of juatioe. We oan
axpeot also that it had. the same effeot on Emporer tiber1ua.
when he read the offioal report from P1late.Euaeb1us tells us
of his reaotion.(a) And.although Euaebiua is often 1ne.xaot
1n his aooount,as soma of the oritios say. we feel sure that
an aooount was sent to Tiberius. It was the customary prooeedure
to report all transaotiona.as

we

have an example in Joaephua.(3)

And further we have the words of both Justjne Kartyr and
Tertullian to substantiate Euaebiua. Both speak in their
Apologies for Christianity aa if the dooument was in the Roman
archives at that ti~e.(4) It is supposed by moat oritioa that
this document perished in the peraeoution of Ka.ximianua about
311 A.D. ( Tiahendorf.the great diaooverer of the Sinaitio
manusoript,also found.

a document bearing the title "Acta Pilati~

This document was in oonneotion with the apoo~l gospel of
"Nioodemua".But this dooument 1a the result of an attempt to
reproduoe and restore the loat

report.probably from faulty

memory. At least the result 1a almost a reproduction of the
Gospel aooording to John. The document 1• und.oubtadly apmioua.)
However,Pilate•a reign continued to be a aer1ea
of uprisings.In 36 A.D. a group of Samaritans gathered at
1 Ede rahe 1m: Life and. Time a. pg. 570.
a Euaebiua:Eoolea1ast1oal ~1at9ry.;i:1.a.--(3)Joaephua:Antiq.XVIII
4.s.-~---- (4)Anti-Nioean Fathera:~uat1~ Uartyr:ApologyI.Seq.35;
Seo.48. Tertullian:Apology. Ch.V;Qh.XXI.
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Kt. Gerazim tor the purpose'ot finding some golden veaaels
whioh they olaimed Uoaea had. buried there.Howewr the taot
ia that Moses never crossed the Jordan. Pilate teared a new
revolt and had them dispersed with frightful bloodahead..(l)
The Samaritans appealeq to Vitilius,governer of Syri&,an
enemy of Pilate~Bti was just waiting for the opportunity to
depose Pilate,sinoe his patron Sejanus had. died. Vitilius
wasted no t1me,but deposed Pilate at onoe and sent him oft
to Rome.(a)It seems from Josephus that Vitlliua had. a speoi&l
order from Rome,beouse he does not stop here,but goes himself
to ~he oity,introduaea aome innovations,and appoints Ma.roellua
as Proourator. The. Emporer Tiberius died while Pilate wae :
enroute

a.nd

it seems that Claudia& left Pilate languish in

prison for some time :before he .was tried and banished to
Gaul,where it seems he met his end..
Pilate was married to Olaud.ia Prooula,who has
beoome famous for her dream,whioh she had at the time of
Jesus trial.(3) She was believed to have bee~ a proselyte
Jewess. The . Greek Orthodox Catholic Churoh has made Prooula
a saint. Some of the oritios olaim that Prooula could. not
have been in the. province with her husband,for there was a
law against Proouratora taking their wives along to their
provinces. Howewr it will be observed that this law was
not followed,nor inforoed. When Pilate was banished Prooula
went along with h1m.
After Pilate only two more men had the proau%&torah1p.
Maroellus (36-37 A.D.)and. Ka.rul.lus (37-41 A.D.) Very little
is known of their reign. Josephus omits all.details.However
l Josephus:Antiq. XVIII,4,1.---3)14a.tth.XXVII,9.

a

n1b1d•:Antiq. XVIlI,4,2.

we know that about 39 or 40 A~D. Preton1ua.goftmer of Syria.
was sent with a speoial aommam to set up the Empozer•a atatue
in the Temple at Jerusalem. Herod Agrippa I intluenoed Caius
Caligula to

ohange his plans am thus a serious rewlt

waa

averted. Thus passed the Roman rule for ••ioh the Jews had
asked,and mona.rohy -waa reestablished. The Jews found that
this rule by Proourators was far from what they really wanted
and now they weloomed the return of the King.(l)

v. Herod Agrippa I, (Marous Julius Agrippa I.) (a)
The'lite ot Herod Agrippa.with the

a))unda.nt and

extreme vio1aaitud.es.illustrates.in a remarkable manner.the
oornplete dependenoe of the royal family of Jud.ea.even for
the means of austinenae.upon the favor of Rome and the Emporer.
Agrippa waa a real courtier.standing high in the Emporer•s
sight,highly oUltivated and therefore ad.mired in aooiety;but

on the other hand,he was also a reokless apendthrittaa.ndaalthoug~.
he was loyal to his national religion,was

wholly wanting of

real religious faith and feeling. Like his grandfather.he wa.a
Jew in Jeru~alem,a.nd. Hellenist at Berytua-outaide of Jeruaa.lem.
Herod Agrippa I was born about 10 B.c •• ihe a~n
of Aristobulus am Bertneoe.and the gra.91dson of Herod,the great,
and Mariamne.the Aamonea.n Prinoess.

So

we see that he was of

the royal line of' Judea. Upon the death of Herod.the Great.in
4 B.c •• Bereneoe took hej son to Rome.where he beoame the

oompanion of Drusus.son of Emporer Tiberiua.(3) He reoe1ved
the best possible eduoation here. Aft~r his"mother•s death.
Agrippa baoame moat luxurious a.mi. was often very low

in

l Josephus:Antiq. XVIII.a.a-s.
a)GENERAL REFERENCES:Joaephua;Antiq.XVIIIa6JXIXa5-9.Wara IIa9•U•
SohUrer:The Jewish People.Div.I.II 190-165. Ewald:Ge1oh.des
Volkes Israel.VIIa236◄7J257-70.Latililer:Judaa. 275-93.Kathewa;· ·
Hist.of N.T.tpnea.pg.181-~7.-~-(3)Joaephua:Anl1q.XVIIla6al•
.
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mone7 aa a result. In 23

A.D.

hia patron died.and the Enlporer

woilld have nothing to do with h1m.sa7ing that Apippa aroused
in him sad memories of Druaua. So Agrippa launched. forth as a ·
soldier of fortune.borrowing money at every port. But .he aoon
was in bad straits as a result of this.and. was_preve.ntad from
suioide only b7 hie wife.Pn~oa. He then reoeived. an appoi~tment

t~om hie brother-in-law and uncie.Hero4 Antipas.as Ka.rket
Overseer of the oity Tiberiaa.(l)However. they •~on quarreled•
and Agrippa left again.While he was visiting Flaoous.gowrner
of Syria.Agrippa beaame involved in a bribe against Flaooua.
and was foroed to flee to Rome. The Emporer Tiberias reaeiwd.
him in a kindly fashion and made him a tutor. Evidentl7 Tiberius
had

vanquished hd.a mourning by this time.
One day .Agrippa in an ungua.rde~ moment,while he

was conversing with his friend.s,expreasea the wish that Tiberius
were dead and Caius Caligula in his plaoa. Soma time later,he
sorely regretted this remark,for,when he was aoouaing his

.

ohariotier of theft,thia man .Eutychea by name, diaoloaed the
oriminal oonveraation,am as a result Agrippa spent atx

lllQDths

.-'· .
in prison. Caligula,immediately after his aooeaaion,freed hia
.

.

friend and. gave him the tetrarohiea of Philip and Lysaniua
with the title,King.(2)
This good fortun~ of her brother arrouaed Herodiaa
so that she urged Antipas• to seek a similar title.Inatea4 he
was banished and Agrippa received his territory.(3)In the
meanwhile Agrippa had oontinued to inorease hiaintluence
on Caligula,and. he reaohed ~he hight of his power,when he
persuaded the Emporer to change his deoree about the statue
whioh was to be set up in the Temple. (4) Agrippa acted 1n
(l)Josephua:Antiq.XVIII,6,a;--(a)•ibid":Antiq.XVIII,6,5-10.
(3)"ibid" Antiq.XVIII,7.----(4) Saa above pg.38.

a very sane m&Dner upon the death of the Emporer Cal.1gula
in 41 A.D.

a.nd.

was really responsible in Cla.uclius• gaining

the eleotion.As a reward for his assistanoe,Cla.uclius no:!inated
Agrippa king·over the territories of h4a gr&IKJ.father.
The short reign of Herod Agrippa I (41-44 A.D.)
seemed to the Jews,a brief revival of a happy past.It waa'the
last Jewish kingdom. Yes,it seemed al.l the more like the
•

~t(/

days of Herod,the Great,beoause Agrippa mocked his grand.father
in everything he did. It was a new revival age for Pbu•aaism.
Even the King pretended to adopt pharaaaio piety.However,it
is rather strange that after 15 yea.rs of debauohary,Agrippa
should beoome a pharasaio puritan. But the Ifing was not very
sinoare,but tried to combine in his person both the Jew a.ml
the Hellenist just as Herod,the Great,had tried.

So

that

as soon as he left Jerusalem,he became the liber&l,latitud.ina.rian
patron of Greek oulture,but when at Jerusalem,he observed
the feasts of the Jews, iomited pictures on his ooins minted
in Jerusalem,stoped a marrage match of his daughter with
Epiphanes,King of Commagene,until the latter was oiroumoised.
He also took a definite stand against Christianity as ~e
realize from Aots,where we are told of his putting to death
Jamea,the elder,son of Zebedee,and that he would hav.e ~illed
Peter also had no.t God intervened and miraculously delivered
Peter from the keep.(l)
It must· be said for Herod Agrippa that dur 1ng his
reign~he oountry was i-n comparative peaoe. He was a great·
favorite and possessed a natural amiability whiah won for
him many friends.

..

.-41.t.
Although Herod. Agrippa was dependent upcm the
support of the Emporer, we oan not help but think that he was
ambitious. We will erme•ber that he had. done muoh to asa1at
Claudius on the throne,a.nd it aeema

•s though he realized

his position.Two inoe~ents in his p_o litioal life seem to
substantiate this oontent1on.that he was attempting t~ gain
independence from Rome. Though both pro~reota failed, they oan
never be e~lained in any other way.Agrippa,soon after his
aooession began to build the north wall of Jerusalem.Had be
oomple~ed hie plans,it is believed that Jerusalem wou1d have
been impregnable.But the Emporer was mtormed and had Ma.raµs,
governer of Syria,stop the opparations.(l) The other 1noedent
was the oounoil 1 \Yhioh he oalled,of' no iess than five

vas■el

kings:Antioohus,of Commagene~Samps1geramua,of Em~sa,Cotya,of
lessar Arminia,Polemon,of' Pontus,and Herod,of e~~ia. But
again 118.rous interfered and sent the kings to their respeotive
homes.(2) No good reason oan be f'o'l.md. for this ooun.oil,un1eas
the one mentioned above,namily that Agrippa had hopes of
establishing an Eastern Empire. However,if suoh plans were
in- Agrippa's mind,it was a very good thing that they ne~r
materialized,for Agrippa oould. never have suooeeded,and wou1d
have,perhaps,hmt not only himself but also his people.
To Agrippa was alloted only three years of·ruie.
In the year 44 A.D.,he sudden1y d1e4. Of' his death we not
only have an aoooun.t 1n Joaephua,but also
the Apostles

had the Aots of

to draw f'rom.(3)
One day,whlle "attending a publio oelebra..tion of

games at Caesarea,Agrippa rose up and delivered an oration.

(l)Josephus:Antiq.XIX,7,a.---(a)"ibid•:Antiq.XIX,B,~ .
(3)Aots XII,19-23. Josephus:Am~11..XIX,e,a.
.

JI.a.
He wore on this oooasion 1a ga.%1Dent made wholly of a1lff:rJ
whioh ·s hone out brightly in the aun•a

ray■•

Whan he spoke

the aud.ienoe was so overawed,that his flatterers oalled
him a god. The Angel ot the Lord smote him and. he died of
the same shameful and mysterious disease as his grandfather
Herod,the ~raat. He was buried in ~is oountry,amid great
mourning of the people.but to the great joy of the Greeks
and Roman soldiers,who;as Josephus relates,pa:rtioipated in
•

such inclesent rejoioing as merited the Emporer•s wrath.(1)
Herod Agrippa left five ohildren,two sons and three daughters.
VI. Herod Agrippa II. (Marous Julius Agrippa II.) (a)
Emporer Claudius oould not at first deoida whether
or not he should appoint

Agrippa II,who was at Rome then,to

succeed his father upon the Jewish throne. He was finally
persuaded by his oounoelors not to give the royal dignity

to him,beoause hd was yo\1111 and unskilled in statecraft. Inste&d
the country was placed under the rule of Roman Proou:ratora.(3)
Herod Agrippa II was born about as A. D. Like
the other Herodians,he was educated in Rome,wh~oh affeo~•d
him very muoh in the same manner as it had his father. Ha
was but 17 years old,whan his father died, Although he did
not at the time receive the royal honora,in 50 A.D.he was,
upon the death of his unole,Herod of Chalsia,made rul.er of
the kingdom of Chalsis. To this was added the tetrarohiea of
Lysaniua and Philip,and later on he reoeived grants in Perea
and. Galilee. Agrippa lI also reoeived the right of ohooai?Jg
the High Priests for Jerusalem.(4)
(l Josephus:Antiq.XIX,9,1.

(a GENERAL REFERENCES:Josfphus:Ant1q.XIX,9,2JXX,7sWara:II,ll,6;

II,l2,7-8;~I,13,l-2;II,l6.Ewald:Geao~.dea Volkea Israel,
VII,273,421,433;VIII,18.S9hUrer:The J,w1eh People.D1v.I,II,191-20a
(3)~osephua: Antiq.XIX,9,2. (4) "1b1d11 : Antiq• .XX,s,a.,ar +I,12,l.
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Apippa II was in good favor

and.

high esteem

among the Roman Proourators of Palestine of this perio~,
as we see from the faot that he was asked to join Featua

in the trial of St. Paul.(l) In these ahapte:ra of the
Book of Aota,AgriJ>i,a II appears to be very dignified and.

oonsiderate,and oertainly would merit our praise,if we
had _only . this to judge by.
However,Agrippa II also stood high in the
minds and estimation of the people and almost suooeed.ad
in quelling the revolt of his people under Proaurator
Gesaius Florus in 86 A.D.(a) However he failed,al]d. in
the war of revolt,we find Agrippa II and his sister
Beren, oe living in the camp of the Roman general Titus.
Of his life after 70 A.n.,we know little.
Aooording to Justus of Tiberius he .died A.D.100.(3) ·
He left no heirs. Thus end.a the family of Herod"lasting
but a brief spaoe of time,hardly more than a oentury.
VII. ,ll1e Roman P;oaurators of Pa1eat1ne,
Once again the government of Palestine was
entrusted to Roman Proaurators. Beoause,on the death ot
his father,Agrippa II was too young and weak to adminiater
such a diffioult .and important province,the Emporer sent
out Cuspius Fad.us as Proourato:r.
The seven Proou:ratoi-a of Palestine(44-66) held
practioally the same otfioe as the Proourators of Jud.ea
had held.(7-41.) Their relation to Rome and their duties
were the sama.'hie only difference was in the size of the
territory entrusted to them. Howeve:r,it seems as though
they had a muoh harder task;as the people were constantly
(l)Aots as-as.----(a)Josephus:wa."rs,IIJ1s,1;17,6.III,4,a.
.

(a) SchUrer:Tl\e
Jewish People.Div.1,1.sa-69.
.

.

..Ha.
at a r4ot p1toh. Am to make thinga worae,aa Sohtlrer

aaya,•tht■

11st ot Proauraiors aeem,by aeoret &%rangement,ao to oonduot
themselves,as most oerta1nly to &%ouae the people to revolt.
Even the best ot them trampled umer foot the Jew's prejwiioea .
and pecuJ.1a.rities."(l)
The

first ma.n Claudius aent to Palestine was Cuapiua

Fad.us (44-45 A.D.)There ia some argument as to the exaot da.te
of his accession ' a.nd as to the end ot his reign. Honver,the
above date is the only one that will harmonize with Oraiua 1
dates of the great famine.Ca)
Under Fad.us there was a war between the Pereans
and the city Philadelphia. Fad.us showed his ability and se~
of justice in punishing the guilty Pereans.(a)However he
outraged the religious aoruplea ot the Jews when he demanded
the inaugural. robe of the High Priest. which Vitiliua,the
governer of Syria,had. restored to the.Jewish People about the
year 36 A.D.The possession ot the robe had not only become
a. custom to · the Je\fs,but it also signified the complete
possession of power over them.That is why they were so severely
offended a.t the a.otion of Fadus. :t.An embassy of Jews went to
0

Rome and after appealing to the Emporer,the robe was returned
to them. (4)
During this reign uoae Thewiaa,a prophet who led
a crowd to the Jordan,cla1m1ng _that the waters would part for
him as they had for Joshua. (5) Fadua sent some of his oavalzy
who dispersed them,killing·or imprisoning all the leaders.
(l)SohUrer:The Jewish People.Div.I,II,166.
(2)Ramsay:st.Paul,the traveltr ~ Roman 9itizen. pg.68.quotea
Orsiua VII,6.
.
(3)Josephus: Ant:J,q~ XX,.1 ,1.
(4)Josephus:Antiq, XX,l,l,
(S)Josephus:Antiq~ xx,1,1-a.

-4:L.
The auooessor"of Fad.us was Tiberius Al~zande~(l),
.a n apostate Jew: of Alexa.m:ria.He was the son of

&

o1ty

magestrate of the oity Alexa.mizia,and nephew of the famous
Philo of Alexand.ria.~ing his retgn · there was a sore famine
0

in Judea,beoause of whioh Paul gathered money in the Gentile
lands for the Jerusalem Oh.uroh. Orsius as we said above dates
this famine as beginning in 45°A.D.(a) From this date we
judge the dates of the reign of Tiberius Alexander(45-48 A.D.)
It was Tiberius Alexander wlio oruo1t1ed James and.
Simon . the sons of Judas of Galilee,who had led a revolt against
Quirenius at the oensus of 7 A.D.,olaiming that the aame
sohemes as their father had. had.(3)
Although the first two Proourators had a good
·deal of trouble,they were far better off than their suooessor,
Ventidius Cumanus(48-52 A.D.)(4) Cumanus still had under him
those soldiers who had been· punished. by the Empf'rer for showing
disrespeot on the oooasion of Herod Agrippa's.death. It now
happened that while some of these were on guard in the Temple
during the Passover season,they oommitted gross imieoenoy
before the eyes of the worshiping Jewa-.A tumult reaulte(i
almost 20,000 p~ople were killed. Another saorilege

am

am
riot

oooured when a soldier showed diareapeot for a Torah roll,
while Cumanus was punishing some northern oitiea for banditry.
The mob was so wild that Ouma.nus had to aooed to their demand&
and put the offend.er to death.(5)

Until now King Herod of Chalaia had been administrator
of the offioe of High Priest.but when he died in 50 A.D.
l Joaephus:Antiq.xx,s,a.--- a Oraius. VII,S~ ••
3 Joaephus:h'f;ica.XXi-i»-a'"4- 4 •tbid": Antiq,XJ;C,5 1 3.·
5)"ibid":Ant1q.~ 1 5,4.

Herod Agrippa II reoe1ved hia kingdom and. to thia was added.
the right to appoint the High Prieat.(See aeotion above.pg.43.)
A diapµte aoae between the Galilefa.na and.
Sama.ritans,in whiah the latter were plainly at fault. However
Cumanus reoeived a bribe trom the offend.era and oonsequently
severely punished the G&lilefana.The Jews of Galilee oarried
the matter the governer of Syria,aoous1ng the Samaritans and
Oumanus.Quad.ratus,the governer of Syria in turn refered the
matter to the Emporer Claudiua,a.nd Cumanua was reoalled and
banished.(l)
The next Proourator was Felix,& freedman of Claudius•
own household,and brother of P&llaa the favorite of the Emporer.
This man's aooession is very unusuaJ.,beoause he is the only
freedman t o hold this offioe.(a) All the others were members
of the e questri~n olasa.However we are told by Tacitus that
Felix 11 ruled with oruelty and lust exercising his power with
the d isposition of a slave~(3)
Felix was married three times,eaoh time to members
of royal family. One of his wives was the granddaughter of
Mark Anthony and Cleopatra of Egypt,another was D~ll& the
daugh~er of Herod Agrippa I.He persuaded the latter to
d ivorse her husband and abandon her religion so as to many him.(4)
During the reign o~ Felix there were repeated
oases of revolution.The Zealots continued to oause trouble.
They were gathering ' orowda ot dissenters tor the purpose of
leading them to the deaert,where they hoped to start new

.

communities. FeliX oaptured many of these and oruoitied same,
lli· .Josephus: Antiq. XX,6,l-3.
2 Suetoniua:Clauq.iua 28-(s,ooma.ry sourae.)
3)Taoitus:History V,9.--( a
•)
(4)Joaephua:Antiq. xx,7,2. Aota XXIV,24. ·

♦7,

and sent others to Rome as aiaves;but he was unable to oope

with the extent ot the movement. Under Felix tJae S1oaz11
movement was eapeoially evident; These outthroata,very. mu.ah
like our present time gangsters;oarr1ed on a systematio
asaaaina.tion of their enemies, and ot other people tor Whose
death they were well paid.(l) Under Felix ~ebellion beoame
perminent.(2) This was the beginni:ng ot the great revolt ot
66 A.D.,a.nd. from now on the aountry was in oonatant tunoil.
Nor was the rebellion a.mi strife restrioted to the lower
olaases of t~e people,but there was even a feud among the
priests and. the High Priest.in which the former

suffered

a great deal.
But we are espeoially interested in Felix for
another reason,namtJ.y tha~ during the last two yea.rs ot hie
offioe the great apostle Paul lay prisoner un¢er his hand.
We are given a rather striking diaoription of Felix'
oharaoter by the auther ot the Book of Aota. However
Luke
,
brings out one trait in Felix whioh I think'was the underlyiJJg
motive ~f the whole dealing with Paul and of his long stay
in the prison.Luke says that"he(Felix) also hoped that money
should be given him of Paul,that he might loose him.• How
well does this not fit into the charaater,to seek to violate
justice for the oonsideratio.n of a bribe.Does it not show
the disposition of a slave? (3)
While Paul lay oaptive at Caeaarea,there was open
warfare in the town outside between the Jewish and Syrian
inhabitants,as to their respective rights as oitizena.(4)
l · Joaephua:·Anti"q.XX,5 1 4. Wars: II,13,3.
2 "ibid•:Antiq. J.CX,8,5.~-(3}Aota.24 1 2~.
4 Josephus: ~tiq.XX,~,7.

4~.

When it seemed that the Jews'were viotorioua, FeliX steped
in and reduoed them to order with his auxiliaries. But when
the tro~ble oontinued,Felix sent representitivea

of both

sides to Rome. Before a deoiaion was reao~d,Felix was reoalled.(1)
'l'lie Emporer ~ero now sent out Portius Featus(so-sa)
a man of good intentions,but altogether unable to undo the
mlaoh~et of hi• precleoeaao~.(a)

The affair at Ca.esarea was settled by an Imperial
Resoript in the favor of the Syrians,who as Josephus relates
bribed the Emporer's aeoretary.(3)

The embittered feelings

0

exoited by this remained until 66 A.D. when they onoe again
burst forth with renewed vigor.
Festus is very interesting for his just treatment
of the Apostle Paul. Festus ordered Paul brought forth for trial
and asked Agrippa I I and his sister Berenece to witness the
trial as honor guests.for no doubt they were all inquisitive
about the famous missionary of the new,and. fast spreading
Christianity. After the trial and the speeoh of Paul,Festus
is frank enough to admit his innooence and remarks that he would
have freed Paul,if the latter had not appealed to Rome.(4)
The trouble with the Sicarii continued under
Festus as it had been under Felix.However,Festus took means
of the u~ost severity against the .ringleaders of this
continuous revolution,but gained no lasting a~ccess.(6)
After he had. reigned for two years,Festus died,
while administering his offioe. An interregnum followed,
until the arrival of a new Proourator,during which anarchy of
(l)Josephus:Antiq__~__xx,a,s.---,--)(2)"1bid:Antiq. xx,a,9.
(a)"t~ig":Antiq. ~,a,s.---- 4 Acta.xxv.xxv1;;.xv11,1-,.
(,5 )Josephus: Antiq.XX,8,lO;Wara II,14 .,1.
.

IPe

the worst type prevailed,during whioh disorder Annas,the High
Priest, ruled with terror. It was at this time and by thia
man,juat mentioned,that James the Younger was oomemned am
atoned to death.
The'two men who auooeeded Festus,oontributed as
muoh as lay in their power to intensify the bitterness ot the
impending conflict and hurry the final,bloody conolusion.
'

Albinus(62-64) seems to 'have sought to perform
every \fickedness possible: His guiding prinoiple waa ·to gain
money in every possible manner,and to ignore all aoruple.a .
which might arise ,about the 1ntegrety employed in-. gaining·
.

.

this money. He received bribes by the wholesale and from both
aides. Josephus aays:•No one remained in prison as a maletaotor,
but he who gave him nothing.• (1)
The Sicarii ran wild and did as they pleased,

unhindered by the government. Duzing this period there 1a a
gradual increase in the strength of the anti~Roman party,and.
as Josephus says"the boldness of those des1r7ous of a change,
became more and more obtrusive~(a) Utter anarchy prevailed
in Jerusalem,a war of all againa~ all.
Albinus reigned only the short period of two years.
When he left,in order to please the inhabitants and. to gain
..
substantial bribes for himself and to make the work of his
aucoessor as difficult as poasible,he ~opened .all the prisons
and filled the country with maletaotora.(3)

The last Proourator,Geasiua·F1orus(64-66),waa at
the same time the worst. He obtained the ottioe beoause his
(l)Josephus:Antiq.XX,9 1 2. Wars II,14,1.
(2)"ib1d•:wata:~I,l4,l.
(3)"ibid•:Antiq, xx,e,~.

so,
w1fe,9leopatra,was a olose friend. of the Bmpresa Poppea.
Josephus oan hardly find words enough to disoribe hia bi.aeness
and oonsiders him muoh worse than an7 of the rest.While the

others had performed their wioked aots umer the guise of
reapeota~ilit7 1 Florus openly p&1'aded hia bribes and wiokedneaa.
So long as the robbers shared the 1r spoils with him, the7 wezie ·
not hampered at their work.(l) Yes,Florus openly robbed and
plundered whole oities. Even the Holy City did not esoape his
outrages,and the entreaties of Agrippa II and Bereneoe failed
to reoonoile the outraged Jews to this man. In 66 A.D. open
revolt was deolared against the Roman Emp1re,a.nd the iatter
began preparations to make war on the Jews.
Thus ends the great Apostolio 'period of the
History of Palestine.The explosives had been heaped up for a
long time and needed'only a oertain amount of friotion to
ignite them. Now begins the• revolt whioh lead.a to the cleatruotion.
of Jerusalem and the dissolution of the Jewish nation. How
true was not the prophesy of our Saviorf Daughters of'Jerusalem,
weap not for me,but weap for yourselves and for your children.
For,behold,the days are oom1ng,1n the whioh they shall say,,
Blessed are the barren,and the wombs that never bare,and. the
paps whioh never gave auok. Then shall they b~gin to say to the
mountains,Fall on ua,a.m to the hilla,Cover ua.n(a) Yea theae
days are at hand. The day of the i'ulfillment of those word.a of
the Jews,with whioh they asked the punishment of God upon
themselves for the 1,DUrcier of the moat righteous Savior,Jeaua
Chriat;namily in the words of the Evangelist Uatthew,•Hia
blood be upon us and upon our children. 11 {3) The visitation
l Joaephua:Antiquity.XX,ll,l. Wars. II,14,a.
2 Luke XXIII,28-31 • . ------7-(3) ~atth.XXV+I,25.

r

al.

ot the Lord,although not fittiic the atrocity of their deed,
was second only to the dest1'Uot1on of Sod.om and Gamorrah.
Yes,Jerusalem,Hia blood was upon you and your ahildren.
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